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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

t 

t 
I 

Please amend the claims as follows^ 

1, (Curreutly amended) A linkage device th^t can be connected with at 
least one of another linkage devices and to itself said linkage device 
comprising^ 

(a) a strip having a first end and a second end> 

(b) a closure bub attached to said first end of said strip and having an . 
opening to receive the second end of at - loast another linkage device a - o - d - eoid 
linkage - dovioo? 

> 

(c) a locking mechanism within said closure hub; ! 

(d) a connecting surface protruding from said strip and operable to 
secure said second end within said closure hub I and 

(e) an applicft|:iQn distinct tag a tcunporing dptootion dovioo connected 
to said linkage device. ! 

2. (Withdravi^n) The linkage device of claim 1 finrther comprising an 
application distinct tag signifying ^ specific use- 
Claims 3-11 (Canceled). 

12. (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 1 furthcfr comprising a 
power source, 

13. (Withdrawn) The liiJcaBe device of claim 12 wherein said power 
source comprises at least one of a battery within said linkagp device, an 

i 

external power source, eind inductive power supply wherein jpower is supplied 
by connecting said strip to said hub forming a conductive loop that can in turn 
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liave current induced within it from an external electromagnetic frequency 
flux. 

« 

Claims 14-17 (Canceled). 

( 

18, (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein said device is 
made from biodegradable material 

Claims 19-22 (Canceled). 

23. (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 2 wherep information on 
said application distinct tag is detectable by photon activaticin. 

24. (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 23 wherein said photon 
activation comprises at least one of laser photon activation, visible Ugbt photon 
activation, radio frequency photon activation. X-ray photon activation, and 
infrared photon activation. 

Claims 25-27 (Canceled). 

28, (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein said tampering 
device further comprises a plurality of fiber optic strands within said linkage 
device wherein said strands possess unique frequency charafteristics which 
will change when said linkage device is tampered with. 

29, (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein said tampering 
device further comprises electrically conductive material with a known 
resistance wherein said resistance will change when said linkage device is 
tampered with. 

30, (Withdrawn) The Unkage device of claim 1 further comprising a 
power connection device to provide electrical power from a remote power $ource 
to said linkage device. 

3 



PAGE m ' RCVD AT mm 2:09:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO{FXRF-6/27 ' DN1S:2738300 ' CSID:4079267720 * DURATION (iniHS):l)2'(l6 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

OCT-27-05 13:06 FROM-BEUSSE BROWNLEE ET AL 4079267720 T-994 P. 06/09 F-337 

S/N 10/635,889 
Attorney r^ocket No. 10122-001 

31. (Withdrawn) Tho linkage device of daim 29 wherpin said power 
connection device provides power through said closure huh. 

32, (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 30 wh^r^in said power 
connection device provides power to said linkage device and said power is 
inductively captured for use when said strip and said hub ar^ engaged. 

Claim 33 (Canceled). 

34. (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 33 wherein said device 
ceases to heat once a specific temperature is obtained tar a specific time period. 

Claim 35 (Canceled). : 

36. (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein said closure hub 
comprises a pluraUty of openings to accept a plurality of second ends. 

Claims 37-41 (Canceled). 

» 

42. (Withdrawn) The hnkage device of claim 40 wherpin said 
application distinct tag comprises a microchip which stores i^iformation. 

43. (Withdrawn) The linkage device of claim 42 wherein said 
application distinct tag emits a signal which is used to determine a location of 
said linkage device. 

Claims 44-53 (Canceled). 

54. (Withdrawxi) The linkage device of claim 50 wherein said hub 
comprises a pluraUty of openings to receive a plurality of strips. 

Claims 55-97 (Canceled). : 
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98. (New) The lixxkage device of claim X wherein changes in said 
application distinct tag identify whether the linkage device has been tampered 
with. 

99. (New) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein said device is made 
&om biodegradable material. 

100. (New) The linkage device ofclaiml wherein information on said 
application distinct tag is detectable by photon activation. : 

101. (New) The linkage device of claim 100 wherein ^aid photon 
activation comprises at least one of laser photon activation^ visible Ught photon 
activation, radio frequency photon activation^ X ray photon Activation, and 
infrared photon activation. 

i 

102. (New) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein saiji application 
distinct tag further comprises a plurality of fiber optic strands within said 
linkage device wherein said strands possess unique frequency characteristics 
which will change when said linkage device is tampered with. 

103. (New) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein saifl application 

I 

distinct tag further comprises electrically conductive material with a known 
resistance wherein said resistance will change when said linkage device is 
tampered with- 

104. (New) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein said application 
distinct tag comprises a microchip which stores information.: 

106, (New) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein said apphcation 
distinct tag emits a signal which is used to determine a location of said linkage 
device. 
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106. (New) The linkage device of claim 1 wherein said hub comprises a 
plurality of openings to receive a plurality of strips. 

107. (New) The linkage device of claim 1 further comprising a plurality 
of strips located on a plurality of surfiaces of the huh. 

108. (New) The linkage device of claim 1 further comprising a signage 
area wherein when a plurality of linkage devices are connected a complete sign 
is formed. 



109. (New) The linkage device of claim I wherein the: strip is of a length 
to allow the second end of the strip to connect to the opening in the closure 
hub. 
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